CHAPTER V
THE ENIGMAS

The question whether this gigantic advance of
Shakespeare's  tragic power is due, as the
romantic critics say, to a tragic experience of
his spirit, or was the result, as his hard-boiled bio-
graphers maintain, of nothing more than his alert-
ness in complying with the taste (now turning to
tragedy) of the public, this is the first of the three
great Shakespearean enigmas which I have spoken
of already, and one which has nonplussed the brains
of all those who have tried to solve it.   The ascertain-
ment of the approximate chronological order in
which Shakespeare wrote his plays has for many of
his critics, by suggesting a mysterious Dark Period in
his life, bewildered them into depicting this actor-
manager and purveyor for the public taste as an
enormously sentimental person, who made use of
his sonnets and tragedies to display to the world the
pageant of a broken heart.   But do not his realist
biographers, who abhor and reject this kind of inter-
pretation, show symptoms, in their matter-of-fact
explanations, of an equally grave delirium ?   Wien
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